period of twenty-three years. After the passages had been set down in writing by his scribe from the Prophet's mouth, they were published to his followers, some of whom took copies, more or less incomplete, for their private use, but the far greater number learned them by heart. The originals when returned were placed promiscuously in a chest, where they remained in a state of confusion till the time of Abu Bakr, the Khalif or successor of the Prophet (A,D. 632-634). By his direction they were collected and additions made of those portions which had not previously been committed to writing. Matters remained in this condition till A.p. 652, when Ottoman, who was then Khalif, ordered a great number of copies to be transcribed from the compilation of Abu Bakr., with emendations by specially selected scholars, and dispersed tins new edition throughout ^ the Empire, in place of the old collections, which were tin-roupun suppressed. It may interest the curious to learn that of the seven principal editions of the Koran which were subsequently prepared, two wore published and used at Madina, a third at Mw.a, a fourth at Kufa, a fifth at Btissorah, u sixth in Syria; while the seventh became the common or vulgar edition throughout the land. The first printed edition appeared in Arabic at Venice,* in A.D, 1530, tinder the direction of Pafjniuus of Brescia. The Pope of Rome, however, was alarmed, and by Ins orders all the copies were committed to the flames, The next complete Arabic edition was published at Hamburg (A.D. 1649) under the auspias of Hinkelmaun.
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